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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  MATERNITY  AND 
CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEES. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Health  Report 
for  1943. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  year’s  figures  show  a  slight  increase  in  the  birth  rate  offset  by  a 
slightly  greater  increase  in  the  crude  death  rate  but  relieved  by  the  picture 
of  a  much  improved  infant  mortality  rate  of  46.  The  live  birth  rate — 
16.99 — is  slightly  greater  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  alone — 16.5 
The  crude  death  rate  from'  all  causes — 16.99 —  much  higher  than  that 
for  the  country  as  a  whole — 12.1,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate — 46 — is 
lower  than  the  general  figure  of  49. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  all  showed 
an  increased  incidence.  The  diseases  in  general  fortunately  assumed  a 
mild  form  and  more  detailed  notes  will  be  found  later  in  the  report. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  domiciliary  and  clinic  work  again  reached  a  satisfactory  level. 
Working  conditions  necessarily  must  remain  affected  by  war-time  con¬ 
ditions  more  especially  in  so  far  as  clinic  alterations  have  rendered 
practical  administration  in  certain  respects  inconvenient. 
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GENERAL. 

Each  Annual  Report  accumulates  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  co¬ 
ordinating  in  particular  the  various  special  services  such  as  Orthopaedic, 
Ophthalmic  and  the  like  and  time  also  emphasises  the  benefits  accruing 
from  a  unihed  control  both  clinical  and  administrative  of  the  Child 
Welfare,  Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Services.  It  will  be  regret¬ 
table  if  any  future  developments  tend  to  alter  the  underlying  basis  of  the 
present  arrangements  although  additions  to  their  scope  could  reasonably 
be  welcomed. 

I  would  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Committees  and  Officials  for 
the  co-operation  afforded  by  them  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  GORMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Stalybridge.  June,  1944. 


STAFF  CHANGES. 

During  the  year  the  Masseuse,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Surendra  resigned, 
her  place  being  taken  by  Miss  E.  M.  Hudson. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 

The  livebirth  rate  of  16.99  shows  a  slight  increase  ,  while  the  crude 
death  rate  of  16.99  shows  an  increase  against  last  year’s  figure  of 
14.97. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  16  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  46.00 


TABLE  I. 

Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  Year  1943  (Provisional  figures). 

(Yhe  mortality  rates  for  Rngland  and  Wales  refer  to  the  whole  population  but  for  London  and  the  towns  to  civilians  only.) 
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Puerperal  Sepsis.  Others  Total. 

Maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  pei  1000  Total  Births  ..  0.89  1.45  1.84 
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TABLE  II. 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


No. 

GROUP  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . 

•  •  • 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

. . . 

2 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

5 

4 

9 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

*  *  • 

2 

2 

8. 

1  Syphilitic  disease  . 

3 

1 

4 

9. 

Influenza  . 

1 

4 

5 

10. 

Measles  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis  . 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12. 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis  . 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  « 

13m 

Cancer  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (Males  only) 

4 

4 

13  f 

Cancer  of  uterus  . 

. . . 

5 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

5 

2 

7 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast  . 

«  •  • 

5 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  other  sites  . 

17 

20 

37 

17. 

Diabetes  . 

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  . 

8 

21 

29 

19. 

Heart  disease  . 

35 

41 

76 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . 

2 

1 

3 

21. 

Bronchitis  . 

30 

21 

51 

22. 

Pneumonia  . 

15 

7 

22 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

2 

1 

3 

24. 

Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . 

2 

1 

3 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . 

1 

*  •  • 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

6 

12 

28. 

Nephritis  . 

2 

5 

7 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

31. 

Premature  birth  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  etc . 

1 

4 

5 

33. 

Suicide  . 

2 

2 

4 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . 

1 

3 

4 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  . 

4 

3 

7 

36. 

All  other  causes  . 

16 

18 

34 

ALL  CAUSES. 

167 

181 

348 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 


SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

BACTERIOLOGY. 

SWABS. 

124  swabs  were  examined  for  B.  Diptheriae  and  of  these  15 
faucial  were  found  positive. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Adequate  supervision  has  been  exercised  over  the  farms  in  the 
district  and  over  the  products  of  such  outside  producers  as  come  into  the 
Borough.  Close  co-operation  has  in  addition  been  maintained  with  the 
Cheshire  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  in  respect  especially 
of  one  farm  which  was  repeatedly  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The 
results  obtained  from  this  latter  unity  of  action  were  highly  satisfactory 
and  there  can  be  little  question  but  that  an  improved  general  co-ordination 
of  arrangements  relative  to  milk  and  milk  production  and  distribution 
would  produce  a  much  more  satisfactory  position  than  at  present  appears 
in  some  areas  to  obtain. 

It  can  only  be  advantageous  also  to  mention  that  the  improvements 
which  have  been  made  to  many  of  our  local  farms  over  a  period  of  years 
are  very  evident  upon  periodic  review  or  upon  visiting  of  the  premises 
concerned.  Admittedly  it  is  not  yet  possible  to  visit  a  farm  largely  utilising 
old  buildings  and  require  of  the  owners  alterations  that  will  place  it  on  a 
par  with  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  modern  building,  however  desirable 
such  a  change  may  be.  Viewed  practically,  more  is  to  be  gained  by 
removing  the  major  defects  from  all  farms  and  the  local  record  in  this 
respect  does  not  require  any  apologetic  reference. 

How  far  powers  will  remain  with  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
new  Government  milk  proposals  remains  to  some  extent  to  be  seen. 

It  must  however  be  stated  in  all  fairness  that  in  Stalybridge  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  Committee  could  lay  just  claim  to  being  on 
excellent  terms  with  the  local  farmers  and  this  situation  is  not  based  upon 
any  overlooking  of  faults  or  lowering  of  adequate  standards.  It  is  felt 
that  with  a  proper  mutual  attitude,  the  local  authority  can  in  course  of 
time  do  a  great  deal  to  improve  certain  farm  amenities  and  so  improve 
the  product  of  such  an  essential  public  commodity  as  milk. 

Change  takes  time  and  it  is  most  unlikely  that  any  system  will  be 
devised  which  will  not  perforce  have  to  take  account  of  the  time  factor. 
It  would  perhaps  be  unwise  to  anticipate  the  final  decision  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  on  this  matter  but  it  will  be  a  matter  for  personal  regret  if  super- 
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vision  of  the  local  farms  is  to  be  curtailed  in  the  manner  which  appears 
likely.  If  however  this  is  for  the  public  good,  then  obviously  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  adverse  opinion  on  personal  grounds  would  be  unjustifiable  and 
instead  one  can  only  express  the  hope  that  whatever  new  scheme  is  finally 
decided  upon  will  in  due  course  by  its  results  confound  its  critics. 

The  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  with  the  results  were  as 
follows  ; — 


Samples 

Number 

taken. 

Satisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue  Test . 

46 

38 

B.  Tuberculosis  . 

42 

41 

B.  Coli . 

18 

1 1 

PASTEURIZED  MILK. 

12  Phosphatase  tests  all  provided  satisfactory  results. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

List  of  samples  obtained  in  the  Borough  of  Stalybridge  during  the 


year  ended  31st  December,  1943  : — ■ 

Number 

Name  of  Sample.  Obtained. 

Milks .  ••• .  45 

Gravy  Thickener  Browning  and  Colouring  i 

Pure  Malt  Vinegar .  2 

Sugar . ••• .  2 

Tea  .  2 

Tincture  of  Iodine . •••  2 

Epsom  Salts .  2 

Castor  Oil .  2 

Lard  ...  •• .  2 

Cheese .  2 

Margarine .  2 

Bacon . ••• .  2 

Ginger  Biscuit  Mixture .  i 

Butter .  I 

^)OU^3  ...  ...  •««  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2i 

Aspirin  Tablets  .  i 

Sweets .  2 

Beer . ••• .  2 


75 


Not  one  sample  out  of  the  75  obtained  was  reported  against  —  a 
most  satisfactory  result. 
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The  foregoing  details  have  been  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  of  the  County  Council.. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  4  chemical  and  6  bacteriological  water  samples 
were  taken  and  the  results  returned  were  considered  satisfactory. 

Information  supplied  by  the  Waterworks  Engineer  shows  that  15 
samples  were  taken  including  7  at  the  Filters  and  8  at  the  Reservoir. 
All  were  found  satisfactory  bacteriologically.  The  adequacy  of  the 
water  supply  would  not  appear  to  be  in  doubt. 

A  sample  was  supplied  during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  who  are  conducting  an  investigation  —  concerned  with 
the  incidence  of  goitre  —  into  the  content  of  iodine  and  certain  other 
constituents  such  as  calcium,  magnesium  and  fluorine.  The  results  were 
not  available  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Canal  Street  Methodist  School  conveniences  were  satisfactorily 
altered  during  the  year.  The  general  position  in  the  town  was  thus 
rendered  satisfactory. 

INSULIN. 

A  free  supply  of  Insulin  was  approved  by  the  Council  under  Section 
177  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

HOME  HELPS. 

A  scheme  was  prepared  and  approved  under  Section  204  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  was  followed  after  due  advertisement  by 
a  complete  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  persons  suitable  for  employment 
as  Home  Helps  —  the  existence  of  a  satisfactory  scheme  thus  being  of  no 
practical  significance. 

From  a  purely  commonsense  viewpoint  there  must  be  a  demand 
for  persons  willing  to  act  in  this  capacity  and  this  quite  apart  from  pre¬ 
vailing  war-time  conditions- 

Few  small  authorities  are,  however,  in  a  position  to  employ  full¬ 
time  a  person  specifically  for  the  purpose  of  acting  as  a  home  help  unless 
they  are  prepared  to  act  in  cases  other  than  maternity  ones. 

The  approval  of  a  scheme  again  does  not  mean  that  any  official 
procedure  is  in  force  whereby  such  helps  may  be  offered  to  the  local 
authority  and  in  any  case  no  authority  is  likely  to  obtain  an  option  on  the 
services  of  suitable  women  unless  a  reasonable  guarantee  of  employ¬ 
ment  can  co-incidently  be  given  to  them. 


In  brief  therefore  the  Home  Helps  scheme  locally  may  be  said  to  be 
hanging  hre  through  no  fault  whatsoever  on  the  part  of  the  local  auth¬ 
ority. 

ADOPTION. 

The  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulations)  Act,  1939,  came  into  force 
on  I  St  June,  1943,  and  the  number  of  children  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  5. 

ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

A  Circular  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  this  question 
was  deferred  for  further  consideration  after  action  —  visualized  in  the 
Circular  —  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council.  No  further  information 
is  yet  to  hand  so  far  as  concerns  County  action  and  no  further  progress 
has  therefore  been  made  in  this  matter. 

MATERNITY  HOME. 

Local  action  to  establish  a  maternity  home  is  impracticable  as  this 
question  is  so  intimately  linked  with  the  future  hospital  policy  under  the 
National  Health  Service  proposals.  There  is  in  any  case  much  more  to 
it  than  merely  seeing  an  externally  suitable  building,  reasonably  situated, 
and  immediately  deciding  that  it  is  suitable  for  a  purpose  of  this  kind. 
The  requirements  of  a  building  in  order  to  provide  a  satisfactory  modern 
adequate  maternity  home  are  multiple  and  difficult  to  fulfil.  In  short 
therefore,  the  reason  why  the  Stalybridge  Borough  Council  do  not  propose 
to  establish  a  Municipal  Maternity  Home  in  the  Borough  is  that  they  are 
unable  to  do  so  having  adequate  regard  to  their  powers,  to  the  buildings 
available  and  to  the  future  developments  of  general  Health  Service  pro¬ 
posals. 

PROPAGANDA. 

A  supply  of  booklets  —  informative  and  illustrated  —  on  the 
‘Health  of  Mother  and  Child’  were  obtained  and  distributed  free  of 
charge  to  attendees  at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

NURSES  ACT,  1943. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  delegated  their  powers  to  the  local 
authority  under  Section  8,  regarding  the  licencing  of  agencies  for  the 
supply  of  nurses. 

GENERAL. 

The  future  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  administration  seems 
likely  to  lie  with  the  new  Education  Authority  and  it  is  not  proposed  to 
discuss  this  matter  in  great  detail  since  the  proposals  are  naturally  far 
from  definite. 
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It  would  seem  that  Child  Welfare  should  be  treated  as  a  purely 
specialist  subject  in  which  the  clinics  would  be  run  by  persons  of  Child 
Welfare  consultant  status  with  the  necessary  liaison  between  these  and 
homes  on  the  one  hand  and  hospitals  on  the  other.  Liaison  with  the 
local  practitioners  is  essential  also. 

The  progress  of  medicine  deals  hardly  with  anyone  aspiring  to  be 
a  specialist  in  many  of  its  branches  at  the  one  time  and  Child  Welfare  is 
no  exception  to  this  rule.  The  position  therefore  of  the  Medical  Officer 
who  is  responsible  for  a  multiplicity  of  duties  requiring  specialist  know¬ 
ledge  invites  close  attention  and  in  my  view  alteration.  Such  a  change 
would  seem  readily  practicable  when  the  area  to  be  administered  is  a  laree 
one  and  I  feel  that  unless  something  of  this  kind  is  considered  the  best 
possible  use  will  not  have  been  made  of  the  new  opportunity  presented 
by  a  National  Health  Scheme  for  the  Nation.  Regional  or  areal 
specialisation  in  Child  Welfare  is  therefore  advocated  here. 

MID  WIVES  ACT,  1936. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  As  Midwives .  124 

(2)  As  Maternity  Nurses...  •••  ...  117 

The  number  of  cases  during  the  year  in  which  medical  aid  was 
summoned  under  Section  14  (i)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918,  was  90. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS 
(PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936). 

354  notifications  of  births  were  received  during  the  year  relating  to 
339  live-births  and  15  stillbirths.  These  figures  compare  with  344  live- 
births  and  14  stillbirths  notified  during  the  previous  year. 

170  cases  were  confined  in  institutions.  In  other  words  approxi¬ 
mately  one  child  in  every  two  in  Stalybridge  born  during  the  year  was 
born  in  hospital. 

The  factors  governing  the  choice  of  hospital  for  confinement  must 
be  both  personal  and  environmental.  There  is  no  doubt  that  under  the 
housing  conditions  which  exist  in  many  instances  to-day  domiciliary 
confinements  can  be  regarded  as  most  undesirable  —  although  it  is 
surprising  how  often  these  confinements  pass  off  under  theoretically 
unsatisfactory  conditions  with  the  minimum  of  upset. 

Institutional  confinement  has  its  strongest  argument  in  the  case  of 
the  first  child  and  subsequently  the  matter  can  be  left  wisely  to  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  people  such  as  the  doctors  and  midwives  who  know  the  indi¬ 
vidual  family  circumstances. 
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The  ordering  of  a  confinement  in  hospital  because  of  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  environment  may  ensure  that  for  some  ten  days  the  mother  does 
receive  attention  and  achieves  a  reasonable  amount  of  rest  added  to  a 
freedom  from  worry  by  the  actual  presence  of  any  other  children  she  may 
have  (although  the  mental  anxiety  of  wondering  how  they  are  getting 
on  is  no;:  so  easily  removed).  It  is  however  a  very  limited  achievement 
to  ensure  that  a  child  is  born  in  satisfactory  conditions  only  to  be  returned 
at  the  tender  age  of  two  weeks  to  an  admittedly  unsatisfactory  environ¬ 
ment  and  the  question  of  the  actual  place  of  confinement  must  inevitably 
be  submerged  in  the  much  greater  question  of  what  is  the  child’s  environ¬ 
ment  going  to  be  during  the  whole  of  its  life.  The  importance  of  housing 
and  social  conditions  generally  may  therefore  do  much  to  lessen  the 
clamour  for  institutional  confinement  which  seems  likely  increasingly 
to  arise. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

During  the  year,  loi  cases  were  seen,  and  354  attendances  in  all 
were  made. 

POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 

35  new  cases  were  seen  and  a  total  of  52  attendances  was  made. 

INFANT  CONSULTATION  CENTRE. 

Number  of  Sessions  held .  100 

Total  number  of  Attendances  of  Infants .  57^7 

Average  Attendance  per  Session  .  57 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centre 
for  the  first  time  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Under  i  year  of  age  ••• .  225 

(b)  Between  i  and  5  years .  25 

Total  number  of  children  who  were  attending  the 
Centre  at  the  close  of  the  year  : — 

(a)  Under  i  year  of  age .  188 

(b)  Between  i  and  5  years .  •••...  331 

Percentage  of  Infants  receiving  food  sold  at  Clinics  64 
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The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  showed  a  substan¬ 
tial  increase  on  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  principal  sales  made  at  the  Clinics  were  : — 

6645  packets  of  dried  milk. 

172  lbs.  8  ozs.  of  Virol. 

5  3/ loth  pints  of  Cod  Liver  Oil, 

503  packets  Farex. 

The  total  receipts  were  :  i  :  iid. 

The  sales  during  the  year  showed  a  substantial  increase  over  the 
previous  year,  the  dried  milk  sales  being  increased  by  almost  one-third. 

Under  the  Ministry  of  Food  Scheme,  1884  bottles  of  orange  juice, 
363  bottles  of  cod  liver  oil  and  997  packets  of  National  Dried  Milk  were 
issued  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year. 

VOLUNTARY  WORKERS. 


Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  of  the  assistance  given  at  the 
Clinics  throughout  the  year  by  the  undermentioned  ladies  : — 


Mrs.  Tonge 
Mrs.  Cropper 
Mrs.  McCarthy 
Mrs.  Revell 
Mrs.  J.  Burgess 
Miss  Broadbent 
Mrs.  Froggart 
Mrs.  Flarris 


Mrs.  1.  Walker 
Mrs.  Hebdige 
Mrs.  N.  Bottomley 
Mrs.  Slack 
Mrs.  Woolley 
Mrs.  Waugh 
Mrs.  Roberts. 


HEALTH  VISITOR’S  WORK. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  summary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  primary  visits  to  children  o — i  year  (following 


notification  of  birth)  .  332 

Number  of  primary  visits  to  transfers  of  all  ages .  41 

„  of  other  visits  to  children .  o — i  year  2128 

„  of  other  visits  to  children  ...  .  i — 2  years  •  992 

„  of  other  visits  to  children . 2 — 3  years  949 

,,  of  other  visits  to  children .  3 — 4  years  1054 

„  of  other  visits  to  children . 4 — 5  years  1124 

„  of  visits  re  infant  deaths .  16 

„  of  visits  re  stillbirths .  14 

„  of  visits  re  Ante-natal .  •• .  20 

„  of  visits  re  Orthopaedic . •  •  •  2 

„  of  visits  to  Day  Nursery .  7 

Special  Visits .  10 


6689 
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The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  is  almost  identical 
with  the  corresponding  number  for  the  previous  year. 

ORTHOP/EDIC  CLINIC.. 

Number  of  sessions  at  which  Orthopaedic 


Surgeon  was  present  •  •  • .  1 1 

Number  of  children  examined  by 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon  .  170 

Number  of  Sessions  held .  86 

Number  of  attendances  made .  338 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register. 

Cases  from  previous  years . •••...  33 

New  cases  in  1943 .  45 

Removed  from  the  Register  in  1943. 

Discharged .  10 

Left  district .  i 

Non-attenders .  5 

Types  of  new  cases  dealt  with  : —  Male  Female 

Postural  deformities .  —  — 

Genu  valgum .  8  5 

Genu  varus . ••• .  2  4 

Pronated  feet .  10  2 

Toe  deformities .  i  i 

Other  conditions .  7  5 
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The  work  done  during  the  year  approximated  closely  to  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  new  cases  and  the  persevering  attendance  of  these 
cases  showed  that  parents  are  retaining  an  interest  in  this  very  important 
aspect  of  Child  Welfare.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  onset  of  defects 
— such  as  knock-knee — in  children  who  have  from  the  commencement 
received  every  attention.  It  would  be  fallacious  to  assume  that  children 
well  looked  after  are  more  prone  to  defects  of  an  orthopaedic  nature  be¬ 
cause  of  course  it  is  only  in  the  instances  where  parents  feel  an  interest 
that  their  condition  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Clinic  Medical  Officers. 
There  is  also  the  important  factor  of  what  one  might  term  a  natural 
tendency  to  cure  in  some  cases.  It  is  still  found  that  one  or  two  parents 
— quoting  the  case  of  a  near  or  distant  relative  who  had  apparently  been 
similarly  afflicted  and  without  treatment  improved — tend  to  adopt  a 
passive  attitude  and  rely  upon  nature  to  provide  any  remedies  necessary. 
Nature  unfortunately  is  not  always  worthy  of  the  trust  so  imposed. 
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ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT. 


Course 

Referred  for  ; —  Course  not  Still 

completed  completed  attending 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

Debility .  8  i6  — ■  i  2  2 

Adenitis .  •••  3  —  —  —  2  — 

Post  Infectious  Disease .  6  —  —  —  —  i 

Rickets .  —  2  — ■  —  —  — 

Genu  valgum .  —  —  —  —  i  2 

Genu  varus . •••...  5  i  — •  — -  i  i 

Other  conditions .  7  3  —  —  2  — 
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It  is  most  interesting  to  observe  that  only  one  case  failed  to  complete 
the  necessary  course  of  exposures.  1  his  is  an  ancillary  which  never  fails 
to  maintain  public  support  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  certain  instances 
the  results  are  highly  gratifying. 

OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC. 

12  pre-school  children  attended,  6  being  for  re-inspection.  Spect¬ 
acles  were  issued  to  2  cases.  One  case  was  referred  for  further  observa¬ 
tion  and  three  for  other  treatment.  In  all,  1 8  attendances  were  made. 

The  majority  of  cases  referred  suffered  from  strabismus  and  again 
one  finds  that  parents  of  the  right  type  are  keenly  interested  in  having 
any  defects  attended  to  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

DENTAL  CLINIC.  The  Dental  Surgeon,  Miss  F.  I.  Wilson,  Reports: 

The  Dental  Service  has  been  greatly  extended  during  the  year 
in  accordance  with  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Committee  in  the  year 
1942.  The  service  now  includes  the  following  facilities  for  treatment: — 

1.  General  ^^nsesthesia. 

2.  Provision  of  dentures. 

3.  Arrangements  for  (a)  radiological  examinations. 

(b)  treatment  of  special  and  exceptional 
cases,  e.g.,  cysts  and  simple  tumours 
requiring  surgical  treatment. 

I.  General  Anaesthetic  Service. 

The  General  Anaesthetic  Service  was  commenced  in  March,  1943, 
and  has  proved  to  be  of  great  assistance,  especially  in  the  cases  of  multiple 
extractions  and  oral  sepsis. 
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When  extensive  treatment  is  required,  the  number  of  visits  for  com¬ 
plete  treatment  is  greatly  reduced  by  the  use  of  general  anaesthesia  and 
this  is  a  big  advantage  to  the  patient. 

Eight  general  anaesthetics  were  administered  during  the  year. 

2.  Provision  of  Dentures. 

Necessary  prosthetic  treatment  is  now  given  and  patients  are  able 
to  have  treatment  completed  by  the  provision  of  dentures  where  necessary. 

One  patient  had  full  upper  and  lower  dentures  inserted. 

3.  (a)  Radiological  Examinations. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  with  the  District  Infirmary, 
Ashton-u-Lyne,  whereby  cases  can  be  referred  to  the  Inhrmary  for  dental 
X-rays. 

(b)  Facilities  for  the  Treatment  of  Exceptional  Cases. 

Exceptional  conditions  of  the  mouth  requiring  investigation,  and 
cases  of  minor  oral  surgery  can  now  be  referred  to  the  Dental  Hospital, 
Manchester,  for  the  necessary  treatment. 

WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  treatment  required  for  patients  referred  from  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  has  without  exception  been  multiple  extractions  and  will  require 
ultimately  the  provision  of  full  upper  and  lower  dentures.  In  all  cases 
these  mouths  have  been  in  such  a  condition  due  to  advanced  caries  or 
gingival  and  peridontal  deterioration  that  any  type  of  restorative  treat¬ 
ment  by  fillings  has  been  quite  out  of  the  question. 

PRE-SCHOOL. 

14  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  inspected  and  ii  were  found 
to  require  treatment.  The  treatment  is  not  usually  extensive  for  indi¬ 
vidual  children.  The  use  of  general  anaesthesia  has  proved  to  be  very 
valuable  in  the  cases  where  extractions  have  been  necessary.  4  children 
were  treated  under  general  anaesthesia. 

Considering  the  average  condition  of  the  mouths  examined  and 
treated,  it  seems  logical  to  conclude  that  many  more  patients  attending 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  are  in  a  similar  state  and  it  is  regrettable  that 
patients  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  for  treatment.  It  is 
to  be  deplored  that  dental  treament  is  not  sought  in  time  to  avoid  the 
drastic  treatment  that  has  been  necessary  in  past  cases. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TREATMENT. 
Ante-natal  patients. 


Number  of  patients  inspected .  .  6 

„  requiring  treatment .  6 

„  of  patients  treated .  5 

j,  of  attendances  for  treatment  ...••• .  32 

„  of  teeth  extracted . 87 

„  of  other  operations . •  •  •  9 

„  of  general  anaesthetics  administered .  8 

Pre-school  children. 

Number  of  children  inspected .  14 

„  requiring  treatment .. .  ••• .  ii 

„  of  children  treated .  10 

,5  of  attendances  for  treatment .  16 

„  of  temporary  teeth  extracted  . . .  •  • .  10 

„  of  other  operations .  10 

„  of  general  anaesthetics  administered .  4 


The  following  treatments  are  recorded  under  the  heading  of  “other 
operations  ”  : — 

Silver  nitrate  dressings, 

Temporary  fillings, 

Scalings  and  dressings  for  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
mouth. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


A  note  of  the  incidence  of  the  main  infectious  diseases  during  the 
current  and  previous  years  is  given  below  : — 


1943 

1942 

Diphtheria  •  •• . . 

39 

Scarlet  Fever . 

53 

20 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) . 

23 

15 

Measles . 

298 

214 

Whooping  Cough . 

150 

6 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  •••  ... 

3 

2 

Miscellaneous . 

34 

36 

620 

392 

1,9 


It  will  be  noted  later  that  although  notifications  we;re  tnade  in 
respect  of  these  cases  further  examinations  did  not  conflrm^the  diagnosis 
in  certain  instances.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that  this  in  no  way 
casts  any  reflection  upon  anyone  since  a  case  may  well  be  removed 
on  reasonable  grounds  and  when  investigated  under  ideal  condition^ 
and  with  the  maximum  of  medical  aids  in'  hospital  it  may  be  found 
that  the  condition  is  not  what  it  would  at  first  appear  when  viewed  in 
what  are  very  often  unsatisfactory  domiciliary  conditions. 

Often  a  doubtful  case  of  serious  infectious  disease  is  from  the  point 
of  view  of  itself  and  the  community  better  treated  ill  hospital  and  it  i^ 
essential  that  everyone  concerned  with  the  administration  of  infectious 
disease  arrangements  should  bear  these  points  clearly  in  'mind. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  order  to  qop^e  with  contingencies  which  do  from  time  to  time  arisq, 
although  fortunately  infrequently,  an  arrangement  has  been  arrived  at 
with  Manchester  to  provide —  in  so  far  as  resources  permit — accom¬ 
modation  at  Monsall  for  occasional  cases  from  Stalybridge. 

DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year  567  beds,  1190  pillows  and  bolsters,  1894  blankets 
and  770  other  articles  have  been  dealt  with  at  the  Disinfecting  Station. 

SPECIFIC  INFECTIONS. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

59  notifications  were  received  during  the  year,  and  of  these,  45  were 
confirmed.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  the  children  involved 
were  two  boys  aged  6  and  13  years  and  they  were  removed  to  hospital 
on  the  3rd  and  5th  days  of  the  disease  respectively. 

One  fatal  case  had  not  been  immunised  at  all  and  the  other  had  only 
completed  the  course  some  eight  days  before  he  was  notified  and  so- — -as 
may  well  be  understood  — -  the  immunisation  had  no  reasohable  chance 
of  being  successful. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year  some  1 1 1  school  and  230  pre-school  children  were 
completely  immunised.  This  is  practically  a  two-fHirds  decrease  in  the 
number  of  school  children  immunised  —  the  tinder  fives  fortunately 
remaining  much  about  the  same  as  last  year.  It  is  regrettable  that  the 
best  single  propaganda  medium  for  Diphtheria  immunisation  is  a  Diph-” 
theria  epidemic. 

Children  who  cannot  attend  the  clinic  may  now  be  immunise^  in 
their  own  homes  free  of  charge  and  with  payment  of  a  fee  of  6/od.  (with 
free  prophylactic)  to  a  private  practitioner.  The  results  under  this  head 
may  so  far  scarcely  be  described  as  significant.  "Only  one  child  was  prOr 
tected  during  the  year  under  this  arrangement. 


.  .  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Age  in  years  ^  ' 

on  31st  Dec.  Persons  inoculated  each  year  from  1934-1943. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 


53  cases  were  notified  and  of  these  20  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Of  this  latter  number  19  were  confirmed. 

There  is  a  distinct  relative  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  hospital¬ 
ised.  This  is  partly  due  to  such  factors  as  bad  housing  conditions,  a 
number  of  other  children  in  the  family  involved  and  possibly  war-time 
commitments  on  the  part  of  the  parents  but  it  represents  what  under 
modern  conditions  is  an  undesirable  trend.  Reasonable  home  conditions 
will  provide  a  more  kindly  treatment  for  the  average  case  than  will  re¬ 
moval  to  hospital-  This  point  is  one  which  should  be  brought  by  doctors 
to  the  notice  of  sufferers. 

PNEUMONIA. 

28  notifications  were  received  while  22  deaths  were  certified  as  being 
due  to  this  cause.  The  notification  of  this  disease  under  ordinary  cir¬ 
cumstances  seems  to  serve  no  useful  purpose. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Some  23  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  15 
in  the  previous  year.  The  cases  numbered  18  pulmonary  and  5  non- 
pulmonary, 

The  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  totalled 
9  as  against  7  in  the  previous  year  while  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
accounted  for  2,  the  same  as  previously. 

A  comprehensive  note  on  the  question  of  Tuberculosis  has  been 
submitted  elsewhere. 

It  might  however  be  mentioned  here  that  the  term  Tuberculosis 
Authority  as  applied  for  example  to  a  County  tends  to  be  misleading. 
The  Tuberculosis  Authority  for  anywhere  must  be  the  community  as  a 
whole  since  unless  each  individual  recognises  the  serious  nature  of  this 
complaint  both  from  a  personal  and  a  national  viewpoint  it  is  inconceiv¬ 
able  that  a  successful  concerted  attack  can  be  made  upon  the  disease. 

There  is  a  natural  tendency  in  the  public  mind  to  sum  up  the  attack 
on  the  disease  in  one  word — sanatorium — and  this  is  regrettable.  The 
provision  of  a  healthy  environment  and  employment  to  obviate  the 
necessity  for  people  ever  requiring  sanatorium  treatment  must  be  allied 
to  adequate  provision  for  their  post-institutional  care  in  the  case  of  those 
unfortunate  enough  to  require  hospitalisation.  After-care  is  an  essential 
in  every  case  of  Tuberculosis  discharged  from  sanatorium  and  this  is  a 
matter  requiring  the  most  careful  and  urgent  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  in  their  area  of  responsibility.  Close  co-ordination 
with  the  County  is  essential. 
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A  great  deal  remains  to  be  done  before  the  slightest  degree  of  com¬ 
placency  in  our  approach  to  Tuberculosis  is  justified  and  only  the  under¬ 
standable  reticence  of  the  sufferers  and  their  relatives  stands  in  the  way 
of  a  great  deal  more  publicity  being  given  to  this  matter,  a  publicity 
which  in  the  long  run  would  be  in  the  public  interest. 

TUBERCULOSIS  SPUTUM  EXAMINATIONS. 

63  specimens  were  examined,  1 1  were  positive  and  52  negative. 
CANCER. 

58  deaths  during  the  year  were  attributed  to  cancer. 

SCABIES. 

A  film  of  a  technical  nature  was  shown  during  the  year  to  a  selected 
number  of  persons  including  teachers. 

Every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  produce  a  Scabies  film  suitable 
for  public  showing.  The  fact  that  certain  conditions  are  perhaps  dis¬ 
tasteful  to  contemplate  does  not  lessen  the  necessity  for  their  consideration 
and  until  the  public  appreciate  that  Scabies  is  a  contagious  and  uncomfort¬ 
able  disease  due  weight  will  not  be  given  to  its  appearance. 

The  closest  co-ordination  is  necessary  between  factories  and  the  local 
Health  Authorities  if  the  disease  is  to  be  tackled  resolutely  and  effectively. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  slum-clearance  families  re-housed 
was  I,  and  the  number  of  houses  represented  was  14. 

A  comprehensive  report  was  submitted  to  you  during  the  year  and 
further  comment  of  a  detailed  nature  is  under  present  circumstances  un¬ 
necessary  here. 

It  may  however  be  stressed  with  advantage  that  the  removal  of 
tenants  from  slum  property  to  new  houses  will  not  of  necessity  alter  the 
outlook  of  each  individual  family.  A  strong  case  can  be  made  out  for 
encouraging  re  -  housed  tenants  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  their 
new  accommodation.  In  the  majority  of  instances  families  will  respond 
only  too  willingly  because  of  course  the  occupation  of  a  ‘slum’  house  is 
not  in  any  sense  reprehensible.  When  families  are  given  a  new  oppor¬ 
tunity  then  steps  should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  either  take  reasonable 
advantage  of  it  or  that  they  vacate  the  house  in  favour  of  other  people  who 
will. 

There  can  be  no  question  but  that  certain  of  our  council  houses  at 
the  present  time  are  occupied  by  families  who  are  not  taking  the  neces¬ 
sary  advantages  of  their  opportunities  and  this  is  a  negation  of  the  ideas 
underlying  slum  clearance. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 


GENERAL  INSPECTION. 

The  total  number  of  inspections,  interviews  and  re-visits  made  is 
2334,  and  the  number  of  defects  for  which  informal  and  formal  notices 
were  served  number  598. 

The  following  table  shows  a  summary  of  the  principal  nuisances 
and  defects  (excluding  defects  under  Housing  Acts)  which  have  been 


dealt  with  : — 

Defective  and  blocked  drains .  17 

Defective  and  blocked  W.C’s.  ...••• .  18 

General  defects  on  property .  240 

Defective  Ashbins . •••  312 


The  total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  during  the  year  was 

822. 


604  enquiries  were  made  into  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION. 

The  system  of  Joint  Meat  Inspection  carried  out  at  the  Dukinfield 
Slaughterhouse  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  continues  to  be  worked  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  on  the  rota  principle. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  Slaughterhouse  by  your  Meat  In¬ 
spector  was  57,  and  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  as  follows  : — 


Carcases  and  all  offal  —  Tuberculosis .  9 

Forequarters  —  Tuberculosis . 4 

Lungs — Tuberculosis .  iii 

Lungs — Pleurisy  .  i 

Livers — Tuberculosis .  ••• .  51 

Livers — Flukes .  35 

Livers — Abscesses .  9 

Livers — Cavernous  Angioma  ••• .  13 

Livers — Cirrhosis .  i 

Livers — Ech:  Cysts .  . . •••  i 

Livers — Fatty  degeneration .  6 
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Kidneys — Tuberculosis  . 

Heads  and  Tongues — Tuberculosis .  ••• 

Oftal . 

One  pig  (jaundiced) 

One  calf. 

Two  beasts  (casualties). 

Pigs  : — • 

Livers  and  Lungs — Abscess . 

Livers  and  lungs — Cirrhosis . 

Corned  beef — 40  6  lb  tins. 

Corned  beef — 98  lb.  tins. 

All  premises  where  food  is  stored  or  prepared  are  regularly  in¬ 
spected,  the  number  of  visits  paid  being  265. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  examined  during  the  year  and 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


175  tins  Meat 

56^  lbs.  Cheese 

86  tins  Milk 

48  lbs.  Goats  plucks  and  tat. 

170  tins  Vegetables 

24  lbs.  Bacon 

56  tins  Soups 

9^  lbs.  Gammon 

35  tins  Fish 

2  lbs.  Sausages 

41  tins  Fruit 

21  lbs.  Tomatoes 

66  lbs.  Biscuits 

I  lb.  Butter 

30  lbs.  Lemon  Soles  and 

12  jars  Dog  Food 

megrims. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

13  pkts.  Cereals. 

There  is  one  registered  common  lodging  house  and  two  houses-let- 
in-lodgings.  Occasional  visits  are  paid  to  these  premises  and  certain 
defects  have  been  found  and  remedied  during  the  year. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  extension  of  the  sewerage  and  no  important  alteration  to  any 
drainage  system  has  been  made  during  the  period  under  review  but  the 
Department  employees  have  opened  4  drains  and  22  W.C’s. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  number  of  premises  disinfested  during  the  twelve  months  was  7. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Only  one  set  of  premises  is  used  for  the  trade  of  tripe  boiling,  two 
for  marine  stores,  and  one  for  rag  and  bone  dealer.  These  premises  are 
periodically  visited  and  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


54 

40 


I 

4 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 

In  the  Borough  there  are  : — 

Factories  (with  mechanical  power) .  69 

Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  ...•■•  31 

Bakehouses . 4“^ 


48  visits  to  bakehouses  and  other  factories  have  been  made  and 
attention  has  been  given  to  defects  found  on  the  premises. 

SALVAGE. 


Regular  routine  collection  of  salvage  continued  during  the  year. 
There  were  no  special  “drives.” 

A  new  electrically-driven  paper  baling  machine  was  installed  and 
has  been  of  great  use,  particularly  so  as  the  labour  problem  has  caused 
the  work  of  the  Department  to  be  often  slowed  down. 


Below  are  noted  details  of  the  salvage  collected  during  the  year  : — 


Paper .  •••  . 

Ferrous  Metals . 

Aluminium  . 

Brass . 

Lead  . 

Rubber  ••• . 

Textiles . 

Bottles  (646  gross)  . 

Bones . 

Kitchen  Waste . 

Old  Sacking,  String,  etc. 


T. 

129 

32 


C. 

6 

6 

I 

9 

I 

8 

19 

19 

17 

12 

10 


Q. 

1 

3 

2 


2 

1 

2 
2 

2 


Lbs. 


2 


8 
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KITCHEN  WASTE. 

In  October  the  Ministry  of  Supply  made  an  order  requiring  that  all 
kitchen  waste  collected  in  the  Borough  should  be  sold  and  delivered  to 
the  works  of  Messrs.  Smith  Bros.,  Hyde,  for  concentration. 

The  tonnage  delivered  is  as  follows  : — 


T.  C.  Q.  Lbs. 

October .  17  14  3  — 

November .  16  7  2  — 

December  •••  .  16  17  2  — 
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During  the  year,  i88  loads  of  kitchen  waste  were  collected  and  the 
number  of  communal  bins  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  372. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


253 1  loads  of  house  and  trade  refuse  were  collected  during  the 
year.  Occasionally  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  regular  empty¬ 
ing  of  the  dustbins  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  in  consequence 
collection  has  been  impeded. 

For  one  week  in  each  month  the  loads  of  refuse  collected  are  weighed 
and  from  the  weights  an  average  load  was  approximated  to  be  2  tons 
4  cwts.  3  qrs. 

391  ashbins  were  supplied  during  the  year  and  charged  to  the  owners 
of  the  property. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  ashbins  which  have 
received  attention  during  the  year  : — 

Ashbins  Loads 

232,993.  2,53134 


The  number  of  ashbins  is  shown  below  in  each  ward,  the  refuse 
from  which  is  removed  by  this  Department  : — 


Lancashire  Ward .  1684 

Stayley  Ward . .  ...  2508 

Dukinfield  Ward .  1314 

Millbrook  Ward . ••• .  845 
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